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 Authors sometimes present 

false facts! Something may be 
stated as though it is a fact 
when it is actually untrue 
(Think about how 
advertisements and politicians 
sometimes present 
information…) 

  
 Always question what you read! 

(For example, can it be 
observed?) 

 
 Does the author have an expert 

or informed opinion? (In other 
words, did s/he do extensive 
research? Is s/he an expert in 
the field?) 
 

 Think about the context of the 
source: Is it a dictionary, 
handbook, or encyclopedia that 
is intended to convey facts? Or 
is it intended to persuade or 
support an argument? Or is it a 
source like Wikipedia, which is 
intended to convey facts but 
may not be written by experts? 

 

Be Critical! Give it a try! 

 

Munchkins are the cat version 
of dachshunds, or wiener dogs. 
Munchkins have very short legs 
but regular-length bodies. 
They do the cutest thing. They 
sit up on their hind legs like 
rabbits, and because of the way 
they look when they do this 
they are sometimes called 
kangaroo cats. They are loving, 
playful, and social. 
 

This story states: 
 
a. fact 
b. opinion 
c. both fact and opinion 
 
 

Answer: c 
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What is the difference between 

fact and opinion? 

Facts are specific details that are true based 

on objective proof. For example, science is 

based upon facts. 

Opinions are interpretations, value 

judgements, or beliefs that cannot be proven 

or disproven. People often disagree about 

opinions, but it is difficult to disagree on 

facts. 

 

  

Questions to Help  

Identify Facts 

 

 

 

 

Biased words express someone’s 
opinions or beliefs. They are often 
related to emotion. 

Examples of biased words: 

o Amazing 

o Awful 

o Bad 

o Best 

o Better 

o Exciting 

o Good 

o Great 

o Horrible 

o Most 

o Smart  

o Unbelievable 

o Very 

Fact and 

Opinion 

o Can the statement be proven or 
demonstrated to be true? 
 

o Can the statement be observed? 
 

o Can the statement be verified by 
witnesses or documents?  
 

If the answer to any of these questions 
is no, then the statement is not a fact. 
 

Watch out for statements that 
combine both fact and opinion! 

 
 
 
 
 

Facts vs. Opinions 

The good thing about 
science is that it’s true 

whether or not you 
believe in it.  

-- Neil deGrasse Tyson 

Facts Opinions 

Are objective Are subjective 

Are discovered Are created 

State reality Interpret reality 

Can be verified Cannot be verified 

Are presented with 
unbiased words 

Are presented with 
biased words 

Example of a fact: Meat is a 
source of protein.  
 
Example of an opinion: Eating 
meat is wrong. 

Biased Words to Help 

Identify Opinions 

Qualifiers to Help  

Identify Opinions 

Qualifiers indicate degrees of 
certainty or doubt, which relate 
to a person’s opinion. 
 
Examples of qualifiers: 
 
o Always 
o Appear 
o Could 
o Every 
o Has/have to 
o May/might 
o Must 
o Never 
o Should 

Bonus: Is the above quote a fact or an opinion? 


