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Example 

Transitions 
 
The Harry Potter series by J.K. Rowling is 
beloved by many people. The original novels 
and the films have many similarities, of 
course; __________, there are also many 
differences which lead some people to prefer 
the books and some to prefer the movies. 
Both the novels and the films follow the 
________ overarching plot. Each installment 
of the film series focuses on one year of 
Harry’s training at Hogwarts School, 
__________ the novels do. ___________ the 
many similarities, some Harry Potter readers 
feel that the films exclude important details 
and character development that are 
included in the books. ______________ to 
the elaborate backstories the novels provide 
for almost all of the characters, the movies 
frequently rely on brief scenes to 
communicate a character’s inner feelings or 
true nature. This is not unusual. A variety of 
similarities and differences are bound to 
occur when a written story is adapted for the 
big screen. 
 
1. Which transitions could fill in the blanks? 
 
a. yet, different, like, in addition to, 

similar 
b. however, same, just as, despite, in 

contrast 
c. although, same, unlike, equally, on the 

contrary 
 
2. What is the thought pattern of this 
passage? 

Give it a try! 
Answer: 1 = b; 2 = 
comparison-and-contrast 

Time order: after, afterward, 
before, currently, during, eventually, 
finally, first, last, later, meanwhile, 
next, often, previously, since, then, 
ultimately, until, while 
 
Space order: above, adjacent to, 
around, behind, below, beneath, 
beside, beyond, farther, here, inside, 
nearby, outside, there, underneath, 
within 
 
Listing: also, and another, besides, 
finally, for one thing, furthermore, in 
addition, last of all, moreover, next, 
second 
 
Classification: another [group, 
kind, type], the first [group, kind, 
type], the second [group, kind, type], 
characteristics of [a group] 
 
Comparison: as, as well as, equally, 
in a similar fashion, in the same way, 
just as, likewise, similarly  
 
Contrast: although, as opposed to, 
by contrast, conversely, despite, 
different from, even though, 
however, in contrast, nevertheless, 
on the contrary, on the one hand/on 
the other hand, yet 
 
Cause and effect: accordingly, as a 
result, because (of), consequently, 
due to, if … then, leads to, results in, 
so, therefore, thus 
 
Generalization and example 
(and definition-example): an 
illustration, for example, for 
instance, including, such as, to 
illustrate, typically 
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Thought patterns, sometimes called 

patterns of organization, are signaled by 

using transitions to show the logical 

relationship between ideas in a paragraph, 

passage, or textbook chapter. 

Important Points 

Thought 

Patterns 
 

Basic Thought Patterns 

Time order (chronological order) 
• Actions or events are listed in the 

order in which they occur 
• Can be narration (a chain of 

events) or process (steps or 
directions) 
 

Space order (spatial order) 
• Describes a person, place, or thing 

based on its location or the way it is 
arranged 

• Includes descriptive details to help 
the reader form a mental picture 
 

Listing 
• A list of reasons, details, or points 
• Transitions of addition are common 

 

Classification 
• Used to sort ideas into smaller 

groups and describe each group 
 

 
 
 

 

Comparison 
• Comparison points out ways 

that ideas are similar 
• Transitions of addition are 

common 
 

Contrast 
• Contrast looks at the ways that 

ideas are different 
• Will typically go through a series 

of points on which the ideas 
differ 

 

Comparison-and-contrast 
• This patterns looks at both 

differences and similarities 
• Can either look at point-by-point 

similarities and differences, or 
first look at idea 1 in depth, then 
idea 2, and then conclude by 
comparing and contrasting the 
two (block style) 

 
Cause-and-effect 

• Causes are why something 
happened 

• Effects are the result 
• Writers may begin with either 

the cause(s) or effect(s) 

 
Generalization and example 
• General statements are followed 

by examples  
• The examples clarify and 

support the generalizations 

 
Definition and example 

• The definition provides the 
meaning of new or special terms 

• Examples follow to show how 
the term is used 

• This is especially common in 
textbooks 

 
 

More Thought Patterns 

Time order vs. Listing 
 
Some of the transitions used in 
time order (chronological order) 
and listing are the same. For 
example, next, then, first, second, 
etc. One crucial difference 
between these thought patterns is 
that items in a list can be placed 
in any order; items in time 
order, on the other hand, must 
come in the order that they 
happen(ed). 
 

For example… 

 

Which of these sentences use a 
time order pattern? Which use a 
listing pattern? 
 
1. Exercise has many positive 
effects. First, it improves muscle 
tone and strength. Second, it helps 
maintain a healthy weight. 
 
2. Many things happen when your 
body experiences too much stress. 
First, you will start to feel tense all 
the time. Second, you may get very 
irritable because of the tension. 
 

Decide: Generalization and 
Example, or Definition and 

Example? 
 

3. There are many different ways 
decisions can be reached; for 
example, by majority rule. 
 
4. Klingon is an example of an 
invented language, a language 
which has been consciously 
planned for human 
communication, instead of having 
developed naturally. 

Answers: 1 uses listing; 2 uses time 

order; 3 is generalization + example; 

4 is definition + example 


